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                         THE KENNEL UNION OF SOUTHERN AFRICA

                      THE GOVERNING BODY OF AFFILIATED DOG CLUBS IN SOUTHERN AFRICA




27 September 2010.
Dear Member,

Re: Administrative issues in respect of mandatory micro chipping for registration purposes.
Mandatory micro chipping for registration purposes came into effect on 1st September 2010. Thus, all applications for the registration of litters or single dogs must be accompanied by Microchip Certificates. 
This new rule will require that Members pay extra attention to administrative issues (completion of application forms and record keeping) and will change the way in which Certificates of Registration (Pedigrees) are handed over to new owners. 
It will no longer be possible to give Certificates of Registration to new owners at the time of hand over of puppies
(which generally tends to occur from the age of 6 – 8 weeks), as micro chip implantation is generally only done from the age of 6 weeks onwards. New owners should be fully briefed on the registration procedure that will need to take place and should be informed of when they can anticipate receipt of their Certificate of Registration. Members are reminded of their obligation to send registration certificates to new owners as soon as they are received from the Kennel Union.
New owners should also be fully briefed on what is required to effect transfer of ownership upon receipt of their Certificate of Registration and should be informed of the importance of transfer of ownership.
Some Veterinarians are advocating that microchips only be implanted from the age of 12 weeks, particularly in the smaller breeds. In such cases, breeders will have to obtain a written undertaking from the new owners that they will have the puppy micro chipped at the age of 12 weeks and that they will send the KUSA/Breeders Society copy of the Microchip certificate back to the breeder, in order for the breeder to submit the application for KUSA registration of the entire litter. The breeder will have a further 4 weeks thereafter in which to submit the application for registration to the Kennel Union, before incurring the penalty fee for submission of an application after 4 months (16 weeks).
Careful selection of prospective buyers (which is highly recommended in all sale and purchase agreements anyway) will be required, to ensure that the buyers are identified as responsible pet owners, that understand the benefits and need for micro chipping their dog and that can be relied upon to meet their obligation with this regard and to send the micro chip certificate back to the breeder. 

Upon completion of the application form for the registration of a litter, breeders will be required to take extra care to ensure that the correct microchip number is recorded against the relevant pup’s desired name, sex, and colour. 
The “Micro Chipped Animal Registration Form” issued by the micro chip implant supplier, includes a field for the recording of the dog’s registered name. As the dog will only be registered after the issue of the microchip certificate, the desired registered name should be inserted in this field on the form. Should the Kennel Union reject the desired name for which ever   reason, standard procedure will follow, whereby written notification will be sent to the breeder informing of a necessary adjustment to the desired name, which will also be evident on the Certificate of Registration. The breeder will be responsible for ensuring that the micro chip data base administrator is informed of the change of registered name.
The Kennel Union acknowledges that this new initiative requires considerably more from our breeders with regards to administration, than in the past. However, there is also absolutely no doubt that the Kennel Union and its members must adapt and change in line with both local and international trends that in today’s environment and society requires that breeders take more responsibility with regards to the health and welfare of the dogs that are bred and sold. 
The prestige and value that is associated with a KUSA Certificate of Registration or KUSA Registered dog must be preserved and maintained and must meet the expectations of the general public and regulatory authorities  . The micro chip initiative will contribute towards achieving this.  

Yours sincerely
The KUSA Administration.






68 Bree Street, Cape Town, 8001 – PO Box 2659, Cape Town, 8000 – Email: info@kusa.co.za 

Tel: (021) 423 9027 – Fax: (021) 423 5876


[image: image3.png]


_1091966670.psd

