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This term is defined as “the allocation of human attributes to animals” and is destined, through the rapid modern evolution of nature-ignorant humans, to become a household word amongst companion animal owners.

Amongst the animal-related professionals the increased inappropriate reference to certain adjectives is not only disconcerting but also potentially harmful.

How often does one hear people say that “the dog is jealous of the baby”. The interpretation of this cliché may regarded by ill-informed pet owners as “cute” and amusing while the dog’s physical, vocal and emotional message may vary from attention-deriving tolerance to latent fatal aggression.

Jealousy, in essences of love and envy, is not an animal emotion. It is unconstructive, energy expensive and purposeless for survival in nature in any form of social system.

Jealousy may be referred to when there is soliciting behaviour for status recognition, a mannerism dogs are easily capable of exhibiting when the pet happened to be the “first child” in the family and since a baby has been born there has been an alienation of attention and affection aggravated by the parents utilizing the identical words and tones the dog enjoyed in the past e.g. “hullo my boy” or “come to your mommy,darling”. Since the pet dog has been programmed from impressionable puppyhood through to adulthood and being gregarious, by nature, it is expected to respond as it has always done in the past, by approaching the person doing the talking.
The conflict arises here when the pet is doing what comes naturally and by learnt behaviour, and the holder of the baby tries to push the advancing dog out of the way, for fear of intimate unhygienic contact or unforeseen injury, thereby rejecting the animal. The dog often construes, by means of association, that the child is the cause of being ostracized and, in order to defend its social status quo, by an instinctive growl, nip or bite, the behavioural response is immediately interpreted by the baby’s parents as aggression and the dog is euthanased, in case… 

An accredited animal behaviourist or a veterinarian specializing in animal behaviour will be able to determine if such an attitude by a pet is safely reversible or untreatable. In most instances it is the parents’ fault for failing to introduce the baby to the dog correctly and for being unequipped in interpreting instinctive pack behaviour.

Another common anthropomorphic cliché “he knows he’s done something wrong” is linked to the expression of “guilt”, also an incomprehensible behaviour for an animal. Have you ever seen a lion expressing guilt after having killed the foal of a zebra mare? There is no natural reason for a dog or cat to possess this emotion either.

When pet owners return home and find that their dog has done something wrong (debatable) the instant expression of anger or disgust on the owner’s face immediately projects a symptom that the dog recognizes from a past traumatic experience, inflicted inappropriately by the owner. In order to pre-empt punishment or pack discipline the dog will go into an instinctive submissive mode (crouching low, ears turned back, eyes rolling sideways, slinking gait with occasional urination). This posture is always translated incorrectly into human terminology. The lack of understanding of this behaviour may lead to further reprimands from the owner, at the dog’s expense, which facilitates increased fear of people, distrust and confusion. The heightened anxiety in the pet obtains relief by having to enter into further destructiveness in the owner’s absence. This becomes a vicious spiral until the dog is relocated or euthanased.  
It is important, for the pet’s sake, for people to understand that dogs, cats and parrots are not born with a vocabulary and do not think like humans do.

