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The vast majority of puppy owners never avail themselves of the opportunity to formally socialize their young, highly impressionable dog because they deem it unnecessary for a wide variety of reasons. All their previous canine companions never went to school so they find no reason why it should suddenly become an important requirement. Some people have their own ideas of socialization which includes leaving the pup to its own devices and survival in a strange environment with dysfunctional children, disobedient dogs, strange people and reliant on unstructured conditioning.
Every person in the home, every animal in its domain, every sound or smell in the environment and every association experienced plays an influential role in the development of any young animal. 

Pet owners are mostly uninformed about what is important in their puppy’s socialization period and if the rules, requirements and understanding are non-existent when behaviour problems manifest themselves the culpability must lie at the doorstep of the supposed care-givers and family members.

It is all very well to allow puppies to play together but if there is a noticeable age discrepancy the older dog may be so negatively influential that bullying may occur. Bullying then becomes a learnt behaviour so that when the bullied pup reaches maturity it will mete out the same punishment to any newcomers and so the cycle of abuse continues.

Some over-protective pet owners will not subscribe to puppy kindergarten or even allow their pup to play with the neighbour’s same-age little tyke for fear of it getting hurt. Many people behave in this manner because they are clueless about what is normal canine interactive behaviour and even more ignorant about what the puppy needs and wants.

Most pet owners are lazy and uncommitted and would rather allow, through benign negligence, their puppy to be in a situation of sensory deprivation rather than positive stimulation. They will allow adult dogs to over-power the pup to keep it in a constant state of anxiety until it works its way up in hierarchy over months to years – if it ever reaches higher status in the pack order.

Children are permitted to do whatever they want without realizing the long-term repercussions by, on the one hand, offering enormous unearned privileges when convenient for the family, then, on the other hand, punishing and scolding the puppy for reasons the little animal cannot perceive. This causes confusion and distrust. Are these the type of friends a dog needs? Can any such pup grow up to be man’s best friend?!

When a busy family gets a young, large, active dog that hardly ever gets out, the dog’s behaviour with its own kind gets progressively worse until the owners feel they cannot safely take the dog anywhere.

Even if they consent to accommodating their untrained pup to spend the day, while they are at work, in the presence, and on the property, of a trained, socialized puppy of similar age; similar to a crèche situation, so that the friendship can be nurtured for the short-term and long-term. Dogs needs friends but dogs are heavily influenced by the acquaintances they keep.
If a dog happens to exhibit an anti-social habit such as chasing, killing and eating birds – a strongly influential instinctive form of predatory behaviour is very easily, expeditiously and effectively learnt by any highly receptive puppy. No wonder the people complain that their dog is killing their chickens, ducks and parrot. It is very important to monitor the social scene of any puppy if one desires a socially acceptable, well-behaved and trustworthy canine.
Watching a puppy cavorting around the property, chasing along fences, destructive chewing, excessively yapping  displaying this wide variety of hyperactive behaviours is going to continue indefinitely if not curtailed by matching the young dog with a meaningful friendship whereby it can burn up all the pent-up energies with positive interactions. Puppies need to play and develop canine language and communication skills. Puppies need to be allowed to be dogs yet have a good bond with people. There have to be parameters in place to offer the keen young dog a secure, confident and balanced relationship with all humans and animals in its environment. The same applies to children being groomed for society. Why must any puppy be treated disrespectfully or differently? They are, after all, chosen by people to be a part of their lives – this choice is a responsibility and a commitment. The problem with puppies as opposed to human babies is that the entire impressionable puppyhood period is, in essence, from 3-20 weeks of age. There is very little time to mould the young animal into a pleasurable, obedient and faithful pet. 

Taking any puppy to a dog park offers exercise and socialization opportunities with other obedient canines. It is customary to allow dogs to greet each other, posture and play for a few minutes and then walk on. Every so often you meet another dog with the exact same play style and interest in playing that your dog does, and you might linger longer with them. You may even arrange to visit the park at the same time in future. You may go one step further and allow them to visit your home with their dog.
Exposure to an unruly, fearful and aggressive dog in the park may instill an acute, yet permanent, traumatic syndrome in the pup. It can be overwhelming for a puppy to be rushed at, repeatedly, in a fairly intense manner by a boisterous dog that is barking loudly, without stopping – completely devoid of self-control (guaranteed that it takes after its owner….) 
Here is another scenario of “It’s not what you know but who you know”. You can judge a dog’s character as an adult by the friends and acquaintances it kept during its development period. Of course, any problem it has goes back to its puppyhood!
